The excitonic optical nonlinearity and optical bistability are studied in ZnSe-ZnCdSe multiple quantum wells at room temperature. The increasing absorption and dispersive optical bistabilities with ns switching time are obtained at different excitation wavelengths for the first time. One observes a reduction of the absorption peak strength and a broadening on either side of excitonic absorption peak with increasing the incident intensities. The result indicated that the major contributlon to the nonliearity is the excitonic band broadening.
In order to explain the above experimental result, we measured the emission and absorption spectra of the ZnSe-ZnCdSe MQWs at room remperaturer 8s c4n be seen in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 
